
 
 

 

 

	

	
 

OVER 18 MILLION CHILDREN TO BE IMMUNIZED AGAINST MEASLES-RUBELLA 
AND POLIO IN UGANDA IN A MASS IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN 

 
Kampala – 15, October 2019:- Uganda is set to immunize over 18 million children against 
Measles and Rubella which is 43% of the entire country’s population. Included in these are 8.2 
million children aged below nine months, that is, 20.5% of the population that will receive the 
Oral Polio Vaccine. 
 
In the recent past, the country has experienced Measles and Rubella outbreaks in over 60 
districts. At the same time, Polio remains a big threat given evidence of wild and vaccine-derived 
strains circulating in neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan. 
 
Therefore, the 18 million dollar immunization campaign funded by the Government of Uganda, 
Global Alliance for Vaccines (GAVI), World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is intended to tackle such public health challenges.  
 
The campaign will take place from Wednesday 16th October to Sunday 20th October, 2019. This 
immunization exercise that will be conducted in schools for the first three days and in the 
communities for the last two targets all children under 15 years of age whether previously 
immunized or not in order to interrupt circulation of these diseases.  At the same time, the 
campaign will be the launching pad to introduce the Measles-Rubella vaccines into the routine 
immunization schedule of the country. 
 
This campaign also provides an opportunity to intensify sensitization of communities on 
Measles, Rubella and Polio, surveillance as well as identify and investigate any unreported 
suspected cases of these diseases.  
 
“This campaign does NOT replace the routine immunization schedule. Parents, caretakers and all 
concerned must ensure that all children receive and complete all the vaccines specified in our 
immunization schedule after the campaign,” said Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, the Minister of Health. 
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The Government of Uganda acknowledges the importance of immunization against various 
diseases in efforts to attain Sustainable Development Goal three, (SDG3) which underlines the 
need for good health and well-being.  Good coverage has been noted on DPT3 which is an 
excellent indicator of performance increasing from 52% in 2012 to 97% in 2018.    
 
“We appeal to all parents, caretakers and guardians, to take ALL your children below 15 years of 
age for immunization against Measles, Rubella and Polio during this mass immunization exercise. 
WHO approved the vaccines to be used and they are safe, free and effective,” said Dr Yonas 
Tegegn Woldermariam the WHO country representative.  
 
During this campaign teams of health workers will move out in all villages and communities in 
the country with the objective of attaining more than 95% immunization coverage that is 
needed to interrupt transmission of measles-rubella and polio in Uganda. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Emmanuel Ainebyoona, Senior Public Relations Officer – Ministry of Health. Email: 
emmabyoona@gmail.com,Tel: 0779220588 
 
Sensasi Benjamin, Health Promotion and Communication Advisor- WHO Country Office 
Uganda- Email- Sensasib@who.int, Tel 0772507906 
 
Mwebembezi Edmond, Public Information Officer- WHO-Country Office Uganda Email: 
Mwebembezie@who.int, Tel: 0786-497073 


